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difference whether the deputation consisted of political sup- 
.porters or opponents, whether they were capitalists or 
working-men, whether composed of noblemen, professors, or 
shopkeepers. 
' I remember,' continued Sir Rivers, ' the influential depu- 
tation, introduced by Mr. Prior, on the brewers' licenses and 
hop duty. Mr. Bass, who was a personal friend of Mr. Lowe, 
exclaimed : "The license duty is enormous ! Why, this year, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, I have had to pay lP.,000/., 
Sirmtwelve thousand pounds!" 
'" Delighted," exclaimed Mr. Lowe as quick as lightning, 
"to hear of the great expansion of your business, Mr. Bass; 
the last time you were here it was only ten thousand."' 
There was one famous case in which the Chancellor gave 
grave offence to Colonel Tomline, M.P., who insisted that 
Mr. Lowe, as Master of the Mint, should convert his silver 
bullion into coin of the realm. This he declined to do on the 
plain ground that he did not require any more shillings; 
whereupon Colonel Tomline forwarded him the following 
petition, signed by a number of his workmen :- 
To the R.ight Hon. Robert Lowe, M.P., Master of the Mint 
Walton, near Ipswich: lovember 21, 1870 
Sir,--We respectfully address you a Master of the Mint, and 
ask you to consider our case, and relieve us from pauperism. 
We are strong men, willing to work, and many of us have, for  
long time, been employed by Colonel Tomline in reclaiming land 
from the sea. This is a national as well as a local advantage. 
Colonel Tomline is anxious to continue to pay us our wages, and 
has sent to you standard silver sufficient for 2,000 shillings, which, 
without giving a reason, you. have refused to coin. 
The result of your refusal is that we can earn no wages. The 
national as well as local benefit of our work has ceased. We are 
forced to be idle, and pauperism increases. The increased rates to 
relieve this pauperism are paid exclusively by our neighbours, who 
therefore find their means of employing us reduced. 
If, as we are told, you stand in the way of our earning 15s. a 
week by claiming a more than doubtful, and certainly a dormant 
lrerogative of the Queen, we respectfully submit that without her 
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the other butchers until he finds one that wnts  pig, nd sells the 
pig to him. 
I m very sorry that Mr. Tomline has ceased to give you employ- 
ment, but s he could esily, if he chose, obtain P.,000 shillings in 
exchange for his silver, nd, indeed, in mny other wys, you must 
not think that my refusal to buy his silver hs nything to do with 
your distress. 
I do not claim for the Queen, in this cse, ny right except that 
which is possessed by you nd me and Mr. Tomline nd all her 
Mjesty's subjects, the right to refuse to buy the things we do not 
wnt. 
(Signed) ROBERT LOWE. 
This ludicrous controversy was fought out in the Court of 
Queen's Bench in the case of Tomline v. Lowe (April P,8, 1871), 
when it was decided against the pluintiff, and the judgment 
atirmed that while the public had a right to take gold to the 
Mint to be coined, they had no such right in the case of silver. 
A still more famous episode was t.hat of Earl Stanhope, 
who, as President of the Society of Antiquaries, applied for a 
public grant to make excavations of the tumuli on the plains 
of Troy. Lord Sherbrooke's reply, which is  masterpiece, 
gave great displeasure to Lord Stanhope and his colleagues, 
but its wit and common sense must appeal to every impartial 
mind. 
Rght Son. Robert Lowe to Earl Stanltope 
March 10, 1873 
My Lord,--I beg to cknowledge the receipt of  letter in which 
your Lordship, s President of the Society of Antiquaries, suggests 
the exploration of the tumuli on nd round the plinsof the Troad 
at the public expense. The object of this enterprise is stated to be 
the elucidation of the still very doubtful sites. More thn 1800 
years ago  Roman poet wrote of Troy 'Etim periere ruinm.' 
Your Lordship cites as  cse in point the exploration of the 
Temple of Ephesus. That work ws undertaken by the Trustees of 
the British Museum, not for the purpose of scertining the site or 
the form of the Temple--objects quite beyond the scope of the 
duties of the Trustees--but for the ske of such relics of ncient 
art as might be found buried mong the ruins. The ascertainment 
of the site was a mere incident ; the main object ws the cquisition 
of specimens of ncient statuary and architecture. The sme may 



